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In this 100th year of the Seventh Day Baptist (SDB) Historical Society, 

we have been summarizing the history of the Historical Society decade 

by decade. This is the final decade of our centennial summary, but look 

for a bonus insert to come! 

One of the Historical Society’s responsibilities is the preservation of 

SDB denominational records. In 2007, the SDB World Federation de-

posited its archives into the society’s collection. These records are a 

vital part of SDB history as they chronicle the beginning of the World 

Federation in 1965 and all of its activities and publications since. In 2015, 

the Historical Society library welcomed the Board of Christian Educa-

tion archives. 

This decade found the historian, Nick Kersten, continuing to adopt new 

technological applications to disseminate SDB history. With much help 

from Wayne Maxson, the library’s book and church records catalog 

were made available online in 2009. In that same year, the American 

Theological Library Association module of the library subscription ser-

vice called EBSCOhost (found at many college and university libraries 

and large public libraries) added The Sabbath Recorder issues from 1844-

1932. In addition, SDB publications such as the first two volumes of Sev-

enth Day Baptists in Europe and America became available online for free 

through the Google Books project (https://books.google.com/). Finally, 

Mr. Kersten also posted PDF versions of some original SDB materials 

on the Historical Society website (www.sdbhistory.org). 
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As each year passes, the history of the SDB denomination grows. Con-

sequently, in 2012, the Historical Society published a new edition of A 

Choosing People to update the original book published 20 years earlier. 

Continuing the theme of utilizing new technology, the society issued an 

eBook version of the new edition in 2013. 

The Historical Society began address-

ing the need for Spanish-language ma-

terials in 2013. Rev. Helmer Umana, 

one of the society’s directors, trans-

lated the tract titled, “Thumbnail 

Sketch of Seventh Day Baptist Histo-

ry.” Rev. Umana also worked with 

Rev. Kevin Butler to produce a bilin-

gual special edition of The Sabbath 

Recorder focused on SDB history. 

 

One chapter closed on the Historical Society and another opened in 

2015. After years of prayerful consideration of a General Conference 

recommendation, the Historical Society voted to pursue a merger with 

the General Conference. The merger was finalized in early 2016; the 

Historical Society is now called the Council on History. This merger 

does not change the commitment to preserve and communicate SDB 

history! 

In the 1929 annual report, Corliss F. Randolph wrote, “For the Histori-

cal Society to function properly, namely to collect material ... and make 

it available for proper use, will require more funds annually for some 

years to come than it has been receiving.”1 Substitute the new name and 

the reality is the same today. Please help the Historical Society (Council 

on History) continue to share the denomination’s dynamic history. 

Learn more about the goal and the details of the Centennial Fund in the 

Centennial Fund flyer available through your church or the SDB Histori-

cal Society (www.sdbhistory.org). 

As each year passes, the history of the SDB denomination grows. Con-

sequently, in 2012, the Historical Society published a new edition of A 

Choosing People to update the original book published 20 years earlier. 

Continuing the theme of utilizing new technology, the society issued an 

eBook version of the new edition in 2013. 

The Historical Society began address-

ing the need for Spanish-language ma-

terials in 2013. Rev. Helmer Umana, 

one of the society’s directors, trans-

lated the tract titled, “Thumbnail 

Sketch of Seventh Day Baptist Histo-

ry.” Rev. Umana also worked with 

Rev. Kevin Butler to produce a bilin-

gual special edition of The Sabbath 

Recorder focused on SDB history. 

 

One chapter closed on the Historical Society and another opened in 

2015. After years of prayerful consideration of a General Conference 

recommendation, the Historical Society voted to pursue a merger with 

the General Conference. The merger was finalized in early 2016; the 

Historical Society is now called the Council on History. This merger 

does not change the commitment to preserve and communicate SDB 

history! 

In the 1929 annual report, Corliss F. Randolph wrote, “For the Histori-

cal Society to function properly, namely to collect material ... and make 

it available for proper use, will require more funds annually for some 

years to come than it has been receiving.”1 Substitute the new name and 

the reality is the same today. Please help the Historical Society (Council 

on History) continue to share the denomination’s dynamic history. 

Learn more about the goal and the details of the Centennial Fund in the 

Centennial Fund flyer available through your church or the SDB Histori-

cal Society (www.sdbhistory.org). 


